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The lITM Zanzibar Chronicle

A look back at the people, ideas, achievements, and
moments that made the month at lIT Madras Zanzibar.
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CAMPUS AT A GLANCE

April brought steady momentum across
the IIT Madras Zanzibar campus. The
semester progressed with the first internal
examinations, admissions activities moved
forward with the successful M.Tech
screening test, and new academic and
institutional partnerships continued to
take shape. The launch of the JENGA
Centre for Innovation & Entrepreneurship
added a new dimension to the campus's
growing culture of innovation.

ACADEMICS

The March-June semester settled into its
academic rhythm during April, with
classes continuing largely in person and
students progressing through their
courses across the BS and M.Tech
programmes. The first internal
examinations were held in mid-April,
giving students an opportunity to assess
their progress as the semester moved
forward.

Alongside regular academic activities, placement efforts also began to take
shape. The informal placement cell continued reaching out to companies and
exploring opportunities for students. One M.Tech student from the DSAI
programme secured a job offer from Novacys Digital, a company based at
lIT Madras Research Park in Chennai.

The semester continued to be supported by faculty members and teaching
assistants from both IIT Madras Zanzibar and IIT Madras, along with visiting
faculty contributing to the academic programme.




THE NEXT COHORT

The M.Tech admissions process reached an important stage with the
screening test held on 26 April.

Alongside this, the outreach for the BS programmes continued through a
series of activities aimed at connecting with prospective students and
introducing them to the opportunities at lIT Madras Zanzibar.

The “Al for Sustainable Development Webinar” and “Africa & Middle East
Exclusive Webinar” provided a platform for participants from across the
region to learn more about the undergraduate programmes, the campus,
and the wider opportunities available at IIT Madras Zanzibar and at the
intersection of artificial intelligence and sustainability.

The application deadline was further extended to 15 April, bringing the
month's admissions outreach to a close as the institute continued to
connect with prospective students across different regions.
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PARTNERSHIPS & COLLABORATIONS

Building connections with academic institutions, industry, and public
organisations remained an important part of the campus's activities during
April.

The institute welcomed representatives from CPHK Labs, Mbeya
University of Science and Technology, and the Zambia University of
Technology, with discussions exploring opportunities for collaboration in
areas including research, academic exchange, and innovation.

Zanzibar Health Resear
Institute (ZAHRI)

= e
Zanzibar Public Health Institute

(ZPHI)

The campus also hosted officials from the Controller and Auditor
General's Office, where discussions explored the potential use of artificial
intelligence in auditing and the possibility of developing Al-focused
training programmes for auditors.




The institute also continued to strengthen connections beyond the
campus through visits to organisations such as India Accelerator and
Bhashini, providing opportunities to learn from established innovation and
technology ecosystems and explore possibilities for future engagement.

Together, these engagements brought a range of academic, industry, and
public-sector perspectives to the campus, opening up opportunities for
future collaboration and knowledge exchange.




RESEARCH & BEYOND

Research activity continued to grow
across the campus, with faculty and
students contributing to publications,
conference presentations, and
international research initiatives in areas
including artificial intelligence, machine
learning, signal processing, and data
science. The month also saw a patent
achievement associated with Prof.
Prabhu Rajagopal, Director-in-charge of
IIT Madras Zanzibar
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The Friday Seminar Series continued to bring new ideas and perspectives
to the campus, giving students opportunities to engage with researchers
and explore topics beyond their regular coursework.

% IIT Madras
¢ Zanzibar

SEMINAR SERIES

Understanding Graph Eigenvalues through
Graph Operations

SEMINAR SERIES

About the Talk
Prof. Raghunathan e

Rengaswamy

Engineering Process Systems in the Al Era

d 1IT Madras
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SEMINAR SERIES
Bounds for Joint Probabilities of Multi-State Systems
Using Preservation of Log-Concavity

About the Talk
Prof. Sanjeev sl

Sabnis

Faculty - School of Engg. & Sdience baciad b
Chairperson - Advisory Council, iTvz. [IESETT
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Friday, 10 April 2026 | 4:00 PM

@ IITMZ Auditorium @ ITMZ Auditorium

Friday, 17 April 2026 | 4:00 PM

Friday, 24 April 2026 | 4:00 PM
@ NTMZ Auditorium

Alongside these discussions, research teams from IIT Madras Zanzibar

continued to gain recognition

through publications,

conference

acceptances, and participation in international challenges.
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Al Policy Harmonisation in East Africa:
Cultural Sustainability in the New Technological Age
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Congratulations to Sreefita Roy and Dr. Tushar Shinde!

We are delighted to share that our paper has been accepted for publication at the
IEEE/CVF Conference on Computer Vision and Pattern Recognition [CVPR 2024)
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p on New Trends in Al d Media and 5 y (AIMS) (F Track),
to be held in Colorado. USA in June 2026,

DriftForensics: Representation Drift Statistics as Zero-Shot Forensic Fingerprints for
Al-Generated Image Attribution”

@ It introduces representation drift statistics as a zenc-shot forensic fingerprint for attributing
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Proud Moment for SAAIL Lab!

Qur research paper has been accepted at the prestigious CVPR 2026
undér the 7th Warkshop on Visian for Agriculture (V4A 2026)

& Workshap Details

June 3-7, 2024
Devver, Colorado, USA
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Congratulations to Sreejita Roy!

Al-generated images, addressing critical challenges in Al-generated media secunity,

W sirwcerely cangratufate our first-year MTech student: Sreejita Roy an this
achievement and appeeciate the strong research culture at MIDAS Lab {Muttimedia
i Data Analysis and J. ledl by D, Tushar Shinde, for fostering
4 mpactful reseanch at an early stage of the MTech program at T Madras Zanaibar, | |

. Tushar Shinde
Faculty

Sreefita Roy
MTach Sttt

ICML

Infenational Conferance
GnMacnine Learming

Congratulations to Our Faculty!

We are thrilled to celebrate the achievement of Dr. Tushar Shinde and Dr. Hitika Tiwari on
the acceptance of their workshop “GlobalSouthML" at ICML 2026 — one of the world's
leading conferences in machine learing!

Seoul, South Korea | July 6-11, 2026

The workshap will be Jintly organized by a globally diverse team of researchers from Tanzania, France,

Brazil, USA, South Africa, Canada, South Korea, Sri Linla Malaysia, Austraia, and India.
It brings tagether impactful initiatives focused from
regions in the Global South and advancing machine learning lur developing countries, with a strong
emphasis on inclusive, deployment-aware, and resource-efficient Al research,

A significant milestone, this marks their first ICML workshop
building on the success of GlobalSouthAl @ AAAI 2026.

Kudos to the entire team for championing impactful, globally relevant Al research!

Dr. Hitika Tiwari
Faculty

Dr. Tushar Shinde
Faculty
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We are defighted 1o share that our student Sresjita Roy, working with Dr. Tushar Shinde. has

been selected for the competitive IEEE TCME Student Traved
CVPR 2026 workshop on Mew Trends in Al-Generated
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to be held in Codorado, USA in June 2024,

Zero-Shot Forensic Fimgerprings for Al-Gen

This recognition highlights the quality
research in Al-penerated media foren
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IEEE COMPUTER SOCIETY

TCMC

Technical Community on Muihmedio Computmg

M. Tech.

Grant of USD $800 to attend the
Pedin and Security (RIMS],
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Congratulations to Dr. Tushar Shinde on this remarkable milestone!

Wee are proud to share that his research papes, "Geometry-Preserving Coresets for Quantized
Foundation Models in Remote Sensing.” has been accepted for presentation at the prestigious
ICLR 2026 Workshop (DATA-FM|
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (April 23-27, 2026).

@ Adding to this achievemnent,
e has also been selected as 3 recipent

W of the DATA-FM Early Career Registration Award
Dr. Shinde's work continues o make a global impact
| | in the fiekd of Al and data science,
representing |IT Madras Zanzibar on an intermational stage,

Wishing him continued success
and many more milestanes ahead!
i

IIT Madras
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Sustainable Al for Agriculture
B inteligent Livelihoods

PAPER ACCEPTANCE ANNOUNCEMENT

Deep Learning for Automated Clove Quality Grading: A Feasibility Study Using CNN Architectures
on a Novel Zanzibar Dataset

A
Impact

Advancing responsible Al for agriculture
Empowering local solutions with local data

“@ Acknowledgement

Grateful to the EAC STI community and
T Madras Zanzibar for continuous support

+ Deep learning approach for automated clove quality grading
+ Built using a novel dataset from Zanzibar

» Collaboration with Zanzibar State Trading Corporation (Z5TC)
+ Fouus on solving real agriculiural challenges using Al
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i Achievement Highlight

+ Trave| Grant Awarded: $960
+ Supporting participation in regional Al dialogue

4TH EAC REGIONAL
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND
INNOVATION CONFERENCE
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2026 |EEE World Congress on Computational Intelligence
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Congratulations to Mimalesh Elangovan, Dr, Tushar Shinde. and Dr. Hitika Tiwari?

We are delighted to chare that our papes has been accepted to the International Jalnt
Conference on Meural Metworks [LIONN) MMakn Track at IEEE World Congress on Computational

Intedligence (W/CCH) 2024, to be held in Maastriche. Metherlands in June 2024,

“DriftForensics: Regresentation Deift Statisthes as

erated Image Attribution®

and impact of her
sics and security

%

“MLD-5up: Multi-scale Latent Deep Supervision for Joint Segmentation and

Classification of Breast Uitrasound Images™

This research proposes a novel multl-scale desp supervision framework for
robusi joint lesion segmentation and classification in breast ultrasound imagéng.

Wi sncorely congratulate gur M Tech student Mimalesh Elangovan on

impactful research ai an ku':'
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The launch of the JENGA Centre for Innovation & Entrepreneurship (CIE)
added another important dimension to the campus's growing research and
innovation ecosystem. The centre aims to give students a space to explore
ideas, experiment with solutions, and take their first steps towards turning
those ideas into meaningful projects and ventures.

w LANZI0AT
Al for impact. Innovation with purpose.
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Students, too, continued to make their mark, with their work and

participation earning recognition across academic and innovation
platforms.

Together, these activities reflect a campus where research is not limited to

publications alone, but also creates opportunities for discussion,
experimentation, and innovation.




CAMPUS LIFE & COMMUNITY

Life on campus was not all about classes and assignments. Football, kabaddi,
and volleyball gave students plenty of opportunities to step away from their
academic routines, stay active, and enjoy some friendly competition.

These moments - whether on the field or simply spending time together
outside the classroom - are an important part of student life, helping
friendships grow and giving the campus its own sense of energy and
community.

The institute's activities also received attention beyond the campus, with
media coverage helping share IIT Madras Zanzibar's work and growing
presence with a wider audience. These moments add to the everyday story of
a young campus finding its rhythm and building a community of its own.




LOOKING AHEAD

As the semester moves forward, the campus looks ahead to new academic
milestones, continued outreach, and more opportunities for students and
faculty to learn, connect, and grow.

The next chapter is already underway...

For more updates
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